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That being said, I have been on 
tight schedules before, flying into 
Johannesburg in the evening, trying 
to catch a connecting flight to an-
other destination, and trying to get 
to camp as soon as possible. Every 
single time I have done this, and I 
just completed my 18th safari, either 
my luggage with clothes and ammu-
nition, or my guns, have not arrived 
with me. 

So you get to Zimbabwe with 
no rifles. There is a group waiting 
to charter to camp, and you need 
to go. Hopefully your guns will 
eventually make it to Zim, the safari 
company will clear them for you, 
and then you have to pay someone 
to fly or drive them to camp at high 
expense. Or you get there with your 
rifles, but you have no clothes or 
ammo for your guns. It can truly be a 
nightmare after much planning and 
preparation.

So how do you prevent this? My 
answer is to overnight in Johan-
nesburg upon arrival, and fly to 
your final destination the next day. 

You pick your guns up in JNB, you 
recheck them the next day on your 
flight to your final destination, and 
since I have been doing this (over a 
dozen trips now), I have yet to have 
a single baggage problem. 

Yes this might put you ½ a day 
behind on getting to camp, but you 
will have all of your gear and be 
ready for your safari. So, where do 
you stay in Joburg? I have tried a 
number of places, but I have now 
settled on Africa Sky Guesthouse, 
owned and operated by Deidre and 
Schutte Bekker. 

Africa Sky Guesthouse is only 
about a 10-minute ride from the 
airport, they have experienced staff 
that will meet you at the airport, 
clear your rifles, load your bags 
and get you to their very clean and 
comfortable guesthouse quickly 
and efficiently. They even offer a 
VIP service where you are met just 
off the jet bridge, and they escort 
the entire way out, bypassing long 
customs lines, etc. 

Once you  arrive at African Sky, 

AFRICA SKY
Home Away from Home

Stopovers to and from a safari can be a very enjoyable 
and useful part of your experience of a lifetime.  

B Y :  T I M  H E R A L D

In this fast-paced age of instant gratification, African safaris seem to be getting 
shorter and shorter. Virtually gone are the days of a 30-day safari, and a full 21-day 

hunt is now a rarity. The 14-day, 10-day or even 7-day hunts are becoming more 
and more the norm as people seem to want to be away from home and jobs the least 

amount of days possible, and quite honestly, when considering a trip to Africa, I 
think that is just wrong.
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the rooms are nicely furnished, 
very comfortable and clean, the 
grounds are beautiful with a nice 
boma and firepit for relaxing, a first 
rate work out room, and the food 
is a definite highlight. I have never 
had a meal at Africa Sky that I didn’t 
think was outstanding. They serve 
a fantastic beef fillet, excellent fish, 
and the lamb chops are out of this 
world. The next morning, you will 
have a wonderful breakfast before 
being taken back to the airport and 
checked in for your flight on to 
your final destination, or driving to 
a camp if you are hunting in South 
Africa. The staff will look after you 
in the airport all the way up until 
you go through security. 

To be completely honest, the staff 
is the highlight of staying at Africa 
Sky. Gilbert and Willard take great 
care getting you to and from the air-
port, Leonni is super efficient han-
dling the reservations, prearranged 
gun permits and any other logistics, 
whether at the front desk or in the 
dining room, Queen is always there 
to see to any need you may have with 
a warm smile, and all of the kitchen 
and wait staff are first class. 

I have stayed at African Sky so 
many times, it feels like home, and I 
look forward to my stop over there 
as an enjoyable part of my trip. I 
have stayed there on the way back 
home or in between segments of an 
African trip, and it is always a great 
experience. What started out as a 
solution to baggage problems, has 
turned into a welcome stopover 
where I am able to adjust a bit to Af-
rican time before I start a hunt, and 
now I get to see a number of folks 
who have become friends. 

The next time you travel through 
Joburg, slow down a bit, spend at 
least a night at African Sky Guest-
house, and tell everyone there that I 
said, “Hi.”

Tim Herald is an owner and hunt 
consultant at Worldwide Trophy 
Adventures (WTA), and specializ-
es in African travel. He is in Africa 
numerous times each year, and often 
leads groups of hunters on quality 
excursions. He exclusively stays at 
African Sky Guesthouse when in Jo-
hannesburg, and WTA recommends 
it to all of their clients.  

Begin or end your African safari in one of our luxury rooms. 

Luxurious on-suite bathroom comes standard in each room. 

Enjoy a cozy evening by the boma next to a warm African fire. 

AfricaSky Guest House is a 
luxury country lodge set in a beautiful

large garden.
10km from O.R. Tambo International Airport
AfricaSky is a premier business and leisure
destination, the perfect stop en-route your

African Safari.
This 4 star guest lodge is owner run and 
epitomizes warm hospitality and service

excellence.
We welcome you at this peaceful

country estate in the city. 

Reservations: +27 (0) 82 749 0674 | Email: africasky@mweb.co.za | Web: www.africasky.co.za


